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Collaborative 
Projects 

• Facilitating NAGPRA, 1990…

• Objects of Everlasting Esteem: Native American Voices on 
Identity, Art, and Culture book project, 2003-2005

• Louis Shotridge Digital Archive, collections access project, 
2007-2010 

• Post Indian Warriors: Creating A New consciousness in 
Native America, film project, 2009-2011

• Native American Voices: The People – Here and Now, 
exhibition, 2014…

• Huna Tlingit – Penn Museum Partnership, MOU, 2018…
• Envisioning a new Huna tribal museum, ongoing 
• People of the Tides: Perpetuating Tlingit Culture and 

Resources, place-based course in Alaska, Wharton 
Lauder Institute, August 2021 



Collaborative 
Project goals 

• finding common ground 
• building relationships 
• amplifying indigenous concerns
• focusing on indigenous futures 
• perpetuation not preservation 
• shared responsibility 
• shared authority 



Collaborative 
methods 

Kindness 

Nurturance

Respect 

Time 

Trust 

Compensation 



How are these objects meaningful to you 
and your community? 

60 Native specialists

Objects of Everlasting Esteem: Native 
American Voices on Identity, Art and 
Culture 
Williams, Wierzbowski, and Preucel, 
editors 
Penn Museum Press, 2005     



What Concerns You Now? 

Film project
Post Indian Warriors: 

Creating A New 
Consciousness in Native 

America

Lucy Fowler Williams & 
Patty Talahongva 

2009-2011

Pueblo peoples, NM & AZ  
Tlingit, Southeast Alaska
Nanticoke-Lenape, New Jersey
NAM Leaders, Washington, DC 



Native American Voices: The People - Here and Now 
Penn Museum exhibition, 2014…



Lead Exhibit 
Advisors

Tina Fragoso, Nanticoke Lenni-Lenape
Suzan Harjo, Cheyenne-Muscogee 
Patty Talahongva, Hopi
Teri Rofkar, Tlingit  (1956-2016)



highlights leading specialists challenging erasure 



Sacred Places – protecting access and resources  



leading artists & language activists 



Exhibit Themes of Native Concern   

Local Nations
Lenape/Delaware

Sacred Places 
Hold Meaning

Celebrations
Unite Communities

New 
Initiatives &
Activism 



Video Voices representing today’s concerns 





sharing American history of oppression



Design that breaks stereotypes  



Old objects hold living histories & values



New art shares today’s concerns  



Writing opportunities for Native 
colleagues



Making museum records accessible to tribes 

• developed with Tribal specialists
• developed with Penn library
• supported by IMLS 



Huna Tlingit-Penn 
Museum 
Partnership mou 2018

• Supporting the development of 
a new Huna Tribal Museum  

Collaborative Outcomes of NAGPRA 



Huna Tlingit-Penn 
Museum Partnership   

• Place based learning in Alaska
• 24 Penn students
• 15 Tlingit specialists 
• August 2021 
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